ophthalmology.
MUCOCELE.
Mucocele is the result of distension of the lachrymal sac with chronic thickening of the mucous membrane which lines it; the mucous membrane pours out an increased secretion, which at first only mucous, may become more turbid and ?eventually purulent.
It is but rarely a primary affection, being generally the result af some obstruction to the outflow of the secretion, from the lachrymal sac, or to increased secretion. The cure of fistula must be preceded by re-establishing the lachrymal passage, introducing a hollow style, and then paring the edges of the fistula wound, and stitching them together. It will, however, generally be found an obstinate complaint to treat, as, even when wearing the hollow style, some tears escape the wrong way, and being saline, keep up irritation in the wound.
